Dilemma 3_ Accepting Gifts

When working with youth, family members of the youth may offer the VR professional a gift. There can be risk in accepting or declining a gift. Therefore, counselors are obligated to consider the following questions. 
What is the value of the gift? What might be the motive for offering the gift? Simple gratitude or influence. Are there any cultural considerations? And lastly, if I choose to accept the gift, what is my motivation for doing so? Is accepting the gift in the client's best interests or mine? In the following gift giving scenarios, consider the above questions and ask yourself, if I were Carry, what would I do? 
Excuse me, Carry. Hi. Thank you so much for meeting with Noah today. You know, I think with your help, he's actually starting to believe he can go to college with his peers. And we are just so excited and so grateful for that. 
When we were in your office last time, I couldn't help but notice that huge Steelers poster you had on your wall. Well, my husband and I happened to have tickets to this weekend's game. And to say thank you, we'd like for you to have them. 
What should Carry do in this situation? Accept the gift or decline the gift? Let's see what she does. 
Oh my gosh, what a kind and generous offer. But even though I would love to accept them, our program's policy does not permit me to accept such a valuable gift. 
Oh, OK. Well, I understand. 
But thank you so much, again. That is so generous. But your confidence in my work with Noah is thanks enough. That alone made my day. 
Noah, honey, you can go ahead to the car. I'll be right there. Hi, Carry. 
Hi. 
Thank you, again, for another informative meeting. I feel like every time we meet with you we learn so much. And we're really, really appreciative of that. And so I made you this tin of cookies. And I hope that you can accept this appreciation-- token of my appreciation. 
What should Carry do? Accept the gift or decline the gift? Let's see what Carry does. 
Yes, I can accept, and I'm delighted. I love cookies. Thank you so much. 
Yes, of course. Thank you so much. And we'll see you next month. 
All right, see you next month. 
Hi, Carry. I'm Sarah Smith's aunt Margaret. 
Hi, Margaret. 
Listen, my sister Ruth, Sarah's mom, has shared the wonderful work you have been doing with our Sarah. That girl is really becoming herself again, and we are just so grateful. 
I'm so happy to hear that observation. It warms my heart. 
Well, we are proud Appalachian people. And when somebody is kind to one of ours, we're kind right back. That's just our way. My sister and I hand knit lap blankets, and we made this one here for you. 
Again we ask, what should Carry do? Except the gift or decline the gift? Let's see what she does. 
Oh, my gosh. What a lovely blanket. And it's so soft. I'm really touched. Thank you. 
You are most welcome, darling. You take good care of yourself now. 
In the gift giving scenarios above, which of the following ethical principles did Carry use to protect her clients' interest? As always, Carry endeavors first to do no harm. She does so by being gracious and by applying her ethical guidelines consistently with both families. 
This concludes our ethical dilemma video training. We hope you feel more confident and competent using your ethical principles compass whenever you find yourself in a dilemma. For more information, we encourage you to refer to the following resources. 
